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Of Predeſtination,Ele&ion,and 
Reprobation, 


The I. eArticle. 


ff Oraſmuch as all menfinned in Adam, 
and made themſclues culpable of 
\ Y MalediQtion and eucrlaſting dearh: 
P } God had done no wrong to an 
m7 man, though he ſhould haue lefe x 
+» mankinde in Sinne and MalediQion, 
1", and condemned them: for the ſaid 
Sinne, according to the wordes of 

' the Apoſtle, Rom. 3.19. 22. The 
whole world is culpable before God: All hanegfnned,, and are 
wholly deftitute of the glory of God. AndRom.6, 23. The 
wages of Sinne #s death. 


h 11. 
 Butherein is the loue of God manifeſted , that hee hath 
ſent his onely Sonne into the world , tothe end that whoſo- 
euer belecucth in him, ſhould not periſh but haue cuerlaſting 
life, x.Iohn 4.9. and Toba 3. 16. 


Now to bring men to Faith , God graciouſly ſenderh 
foorth mth of theſe glad ridings to whom he will,and 
when hee will; by whoſe _— men axe called toRepene 


VI - 


2 


eance, and Faith in Teſus Chrift crucified. For how ſhalt they 
beleent in him,of whom they have not hewd? and how ſball they 
heare without a Preacher ? and how ſhall they Preach, except 
they he ſent? Rom. 10 1415+ 


2 III. 

They which beleeue not this Goſpel, the wrath of God 
abides on them : but they which receiue it, and embrace the 
Sauiour Icſus with a true and lively Faith , are delivered by 
him from the wrath of God , and from perdition, andare 
made partakers of life euerlaſting, 


| V. 

The cauſe and blame of this incredulitie, as likewiſe of all 
other finnes, is not any wiſe in God , but inmman:. bnt Faith 
in Ieſus Chriſt and ſaluation thereby, is thefree gift of God, 
as it is written. Epheſ. 2. 8. Tow are ſaued by Grace through 
Eaith, and that not of your ſ:lues, it us the gift of God, Againe, 
yo 1.29, [t hath beene freely ginen vnto you , tobeleene m 

_ 


VI. 

And whereas God in his appointed time giues Faith to 
ſome and giues got vnto others , that proceedes, from hig 
' eternill Decree. Foy vnto God are bis wayes knowes from ener 
laiting, AQs 15.18. And hee doth all thmgs according to 
the connſell of his owne will, Epheſ, 1. 11. According to 
which Decreehe ſofteneth by Grace the hearts of the Ele, 
how hard focuer they be; and bowes them to beleeue : butin 
ſt judgement leaucs them which are not EleRed. in their 
malice and hardneſſe. And herein eſpecially is diſcouered the 
profound, mercifull , and alike iuft diſtin&tion berwixt-men 
that were equalty lolt : cr the Decree of EleQion and Re- 
probation reueiled in the word of God ; which as theper- 
. verſe, __ and preſumptuous wreſt ynto their owne per- 
dition; ſoit yeeldeth ynſpeakeable comfart to holy and relj- 
gious ſoules, fs 


| Eleftion 


5 
VII. 
_ Election is the vnchangeble purpoſe. of God,,- 


according to the moſt free good pleaſureof his will,among(t; 
all mankinde fallen by its owne faultfromiies ficſt i ie - 


into finne and perdition,, hee_hath of mecre-grace chioſen-in- 
Chriſt Teſus ro ſaluation before the beginning of the world, a. 
certaine number of men , nor better, nor more worthy them: 
others, bur ſuch as together-with them' lay. welwing in ons. 
and rhe ſclfe ſame miſerie. The which Teſus Chriſt,God hath. 
alſo from all eternitie made the Mediatour and headof all the 
Ele&, and the ground as itwere and foundation of their ſal-- 
uation: And accordingly hath decreed to giue themro Chriſt. 
for to ſaue them; and to call them,and draw them effeuall 
by his word and ſpirit, tothe communion of him: or , hunk 
decreed to giue them true faith in him, to iuſtifie, to ſanQikie, 
and hauing mightily kept them in the communion of his. 
Senne, finally to glorifie them for the demonſtration of his. 
mercy, and for the praiſe of the riches of the glory of bis 
grace, as itis.written, Epheſ. 1.4.5. Ged bath choſen vs in. 
(rift before the foundation of the world, tothe end me ſhould. 
be holy and vnblameable before him in lone haning. PredeFting-. 
ted vs, for te adopt vs to himſelfe by Ieſns{briſt according ts - 
the good pleaſiire of his.will, to the praiſe of the glory of his. 
grace , by which he hath made vs acteptable imhis welbeloued. 
And Rom. 8. 29. Whom he hath Preaeftinated, thoſe he hath, 
alſoealled, and whom he hath called, thoſe be hath alſo inflified, 
and whom he hath inftified, thoſe he hath alſo glorified, 


| VII. | 
This Fle&ion is not of divers ſorts, but one onely and the 


fame of all that ſhall þe ſaued 1 old and new Teſtament: . 


foraſmuch as the Scripture mentioneth bur one good plea-. 
{ure, purpoſe, and counſell oftheill of God, whereby hee 


hath EleRed vs from all Erermtie , as vnto Grace, ſo vnto.; 
Glorie; as to Saluation, ſo tothe way of Saluation , which. 


he hath prepared to the intent weſhould walke in its . 
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4 
| IX 

Neither was this Ele&ion made in reſpe of Faith fore- 
ſcene, or the ebedience of Faith, holinefle, or any other good 
alitie er diſpoſition, as a cauſe or condition required be 
forehand in the man that ſhould bee EleRed : bur rather ir 
was, to give Faith,and the obedience of Faith, holineſle,&c. 
And therefore Ele&ion is the fountaine of all ſauing good, 
whence flow Faith, holineſſe, and the reſt of ſauing graces, 
ina word , life euerlaſting ir ſelfe, as the fruites and effes 
thereof, according to the words of the Apoſtle, Epheſians 
1.4. He hath choſen vs,(notbecauſe we were, tut) to theend 


we ſhould be holy i Tone, 


X. ; 

The cauſe of this free Ele&ion is onely the good pleaſure 
of God, which confiſteth not in this , that he hath choſen for 
the condition of ſaluation certaine qualities or ations of 
men, among all thoſe which are pofſible : but in this, that hee 
hath taken to himſelfe for a peculiar heritage ſome certaine 
perſons out of the common multitude of finners, as it is 
written, Rom. 9. 11.12.14. Before the children were yet 
borne, and or ere they had done either good or enill, efrc. it was 
fſaidwnto her (to weete Rebecca: ) The elaer (hall ſernethe 
gonnrer; as it is written : 1 hawe lowed Lxcob, and hated Eſaw. 
And Adtes 13. 48. All they which were ordained te eternal 
Ufe, beleened. 


XI. | 
And as God himſelfe is moſt wiſe, vnchangeable, know- 
ing all things, and almightic : ſo the Eletion which hee hath 
once made, cannot be cirher interrupted, or changed, or re- 
noked,, orannulled ; nor thEElcR cither reieted , or their 
number dimuniſhed. | 


XII. 

The Ele& are in their due times aſcertained of this their 
eternall and ynchangeableeleRior to ſaluation;albeir by de- 
grees,and in a different meaſure; and thatnot by any curious 


lounding of the ſecrets and depths of God, but by obſeruing 


3 
in themſclues with a ſpirituall ioy,and an holy kinde of glad- 
neſſe,the infall:ble fruits of EleQion,pointed out in the word 
of God: Suchas are, atrue Faith in Teſus Chriſt , a filiall 
feare of God, ſorrow accordingtoGod, hunger aud thirſte 
after righteouſneſle, &c.. : | 

It: 


From the aſſurance and inward a 
ion , rhe children of Godrake 
more to humble themſclues beforeVod, | 
tomleſſe depth of his mercies, to purifie themſelues, and alſo | 
moſt — toloue him ontheir parts, who ſo exceeding» 
ly firſt loued them : So farare they from waxing mereidle, 
or carnally-negligent and catclefle of keeping Gods Com- 
mandemTents, throygh this doQtrine of EleRien and the me» 
ditation thereof; which indeed by the juſt indgement of God 
commeth yſually topafſe inthoſe , who either raſhly preſu- 
wing. on, or idly and wantonly prating of the Grace of Ele« 
Rion, will not walkein the wayes of the EleR. 

| XII. 

Now as this doArine of Diuine EleRion, according to - 
the moſt wiſe counſel] of God, Wow. 19 
Prophers, Icſus Chriſt himſelfe, and the Apoſiles,afwell vn- 
der the old, as ynder the new Teftament, and afterwards re- 
corded in the holy Scriptures : So ought it alſo cuen ar this 
day be propoſed in the Church ef God, ( whereumtoitwas 
ſpecially appointed ) with the ſpirit of diſcretion, religiouſly 
and holily , intime and place, omitcing allicurious ſearch of 
the wayes of the Lord : All onely<o the glory of Gods holy 
Name,and the liucly conſolation of his people. 


V. 

Moreouer the holy Scripture doth further ſet foerth and - 
recommend this eternall and free grace of our Eleion,when 
beſides, it witnefſeth, hew that all men are not-choſen,, but - 
that there are ſome. Non-Ele&; or ſuch as in- the eternall : 
EleQion of God were pafled ouer and left our;, to weete,.. 
they, whom God according to his moſt free , moſt iuſt,vn-- 
blameablc,and ynchangeable good pleaſure decreed to leaue + 


= 
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in the common miſery, whereinto, through their owne faule; 
they had plunged themſelues , and not co giue them ſaning = 
grace, nor the grace of Conaerfion; but hauing abandoned 
them in their owne wayes , and chroughiuſt iudgemen , fi- 
nally to condemne and puniſh themeternally, not onely be= 
cauſe of their infidelirie, but alfo for all their ether finnes, to 
the OR of his _ wa And this, loey is the 
Decree of Reprobatian, which makes not in any wiſe 'God 
the authour of Sinne ( the bare thought kwhaſ were blaſ= 
phemie) but ſhewes him to be a dreadfull, ynblameable,and 
uſt Iudge,and auenger of finne. | 
XVI. | 
Thoſe, which as yer feele nor in themſclueseffeQually a 
{igely Faith in Teſus Chriſt, or an aſſured confidence of heart, 
peace of conſcience, an earneſt care of filiall obedience, and a 
glorying in God through leſus Chriſt, aud yer notwithſtan= 
ding vſc the meancs whereby: God hath promiſed to effe& 
theſe things ins: They (I ſay) ought nor to be diſhartened 
when they heare of Reprobation , nor to range themſclues 
among the Reprobate; but rather they ought to goe for 
ward carefully inthe yſe of theſe meanes, and feruently de- 
fire and long after the houre of more abundant grace, and 
expe it with all renerence and humilitie. Muchleſſe ought 
ſuch be terrified with the do&trine of Reprobatiow, who 
though they deſire to turne ſeriouſly ro God, and to pleaſe 
him-onely, and to bedeliuered from this body ef toi yer 
for all thar , cannot as yet make ſuch progreſſe in the way of 
godlineſſc and faith , as they faine would : Seeing God who 
is mercifull hath promiſed that he will not quench the ſmoa- 
King flaxe, nor bruiſe the broken reed. But, worthily and of 
good reaſon may this doQtrine be terrible to thoſe, who ca- 
ſting God and the Sauiour Ieſus Chriſt behind their backes, 
haue wholy enthralled themſelues te the cares of this world, 
and the luſts of the fleſh; as long as they ſo continue , and 
TUrNe not vnto God, | 
XVII. 
. Tn regarde wee are to judge of Gods will by his _ 


— 
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which teſtifieth thar the children of the fairthfull are holy,not 
verily by nature, butby.the benefit of the covenantof grace, 
wherein they are compriſed with their father and mother : 
Thoſe Parents which feare God, ought not to doubr of the 
Election and faluation of their children ; whom Ged calles 
out of this life in their infancie, | 
SOFTER: 
If any one murmure againſt this Grace of free EleQion, 
and againſt the ſeneritie of 11ſt Reprobation, we oppoſe him 
with the words of the Apoſtle, Rom.9,20. O man! who art 
thon,that tonteFteſt with God?and with thoſe of our Saviour, 
Matth.20.15. 1s it not lawfull for mee to aee what I willwith 
mine owne goods? But for our ſeliies, whoteligiouſly adore” 
theſe myTleries, we cry out with the Apoſtle, Rom, 11.33. 
24-35-36. O the depth of the riches, and of the wiſedome, and 
of the knowledge of God ! how his indgements are incomprehen« 
fible, and his wayes impoſſible to be found? For who 19 he , that 
| hath knowne the thought of the Lord, or who h ath berne his 
connſeher ? orwho hath firſt ey unto him , and it ſhall tere- 
payed him ag aine? For of byn, andby him , and for him are 
«ll things. T o him be glirie for enermore, Amen, | 


A rcicQion of Errours. 
The true dottrine of Eleltion and Reprobation being 
expounded, the Synode reielteth the 
OTNY OHT S of t hoſe : 
\ K / will beleene and perſenere in Fanh, and in the obe- ce 
dience of Faith , us the whale and entire Decree of © 
Eleftion to Saluation, and that there is nothing elſe reneatrd in «c 


I, 

Hoteach, that thewillof God to ſane thoſe that «c 
the word of God teomrhing this Decree. For theſe men deceiue ce 
the fumple , and manifeſtly contradiR the holy Scripture : 
| : _ SE whicy 
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which teſtifie,not onely that God will ſaue thoſe which will - 
belceue ; bur alſo that ſrom all E:ernicie hee hath choſen cer- 
taine perſons , to giue to them in his appointed time, rather 
then to others, Faith in Teſus Chriſt, and perſeuerance,as it is 
written, lohn 17.6. 1haue manifeited thy Name to the men 
which thou haſt ginen me. Acaine, Attes 13. 48. All they 
that were ordained to life Euerlait mg, beleened. And Epheſi- 
ans I. 4+ Hee hath choſen VS before the foundation of the 
world, to th'end we fſnould ve _ 
© Whoteach,that the Eleltion of God to Eternal life i of di- 
© wers ſorts, the onegenerall aud indefinite , the other particular 
* and definite. eAnd this latter againe ether Incomplete , Re-+ 
* vocable,net Peremptcric , but conditionall; or compleate,irre. 
© vocable, Peremptorie,and abſolute, Alſe that Eleftion to faith 
© 5 0ne, and Election to Saluation ansther, ſo as there May be as 
<« Elettion to initifying Faith without a peremptorie Elettion ts 
« Faluation, For this is nothing elſe but an invention of mang 
braine, forg'd withour the Scriptures , which corrupts the 
doctrine of EleQtion, and breakes aſunder the golden chaine 
of our Saluation, Ro.8.29.#hs Godhath predeftrmated,thoſe 
he hath alſo calied;and whom be hath called, thoſe he hath alſs 
initified; & whom he hath initified.thoſe he hath alſo glorified, 
__ 


& Who teach, that the good pleaſwre and purpoſe of God, 
« whereof the Scriptures make mention mt-e doftrine of Elettio 
«c 91, e0nſiitets not m this, that God hath-choſen cert aine perſons, 
rather then others; but in this, that of all poſſivle conditions 
= 4 among which aiſo are the workes of the Law ) oy ont of the 
& rumber of all things, God bath choſen the alte of Faith though 
« mean init ſelſe , and the imperfelt obedience of Faith, for the 
« condition of Salnaticn, and that of Grave he would vonchſafe 
U&c 10 accept it for perfett obedience,and indge it worthy to bee re- 
« P4arded with ewerlafting life. For by this dangerous errour 
the good pleaſure of God, and the merite of Jeſus ChriRt is 
eneruated, and men are turned through vnprofit»ble queſti- 
ons fromthe tructh of tree Luſtification, and from the fim- 


plicity 


Ly 


plicitie of the Scriptures: And that ſentence of the Apoſile 
accuſed of falſehood, 2.Tim.1.9. God hath called vs by 48 
h:ly callmg, not according to workes, but according to his owne 
purpoſe, and grace, which wai given to vs m Irſus ( briſt lefore 
all times. | ITN. 

Who teach, That in Eleftion to Fanth this condition is fer- .«c 
merly required, that aman wvſe well the hight of Nature, and « 
| be a good or honeſt man humble, and diſpoſed to cternallbfe ; as «« 

if Eleltion did after a ſort depend on theſe thmgs, For this fa» c« 
uours of Pelagizs his opinion, and too too openly taxes 
the Apoſte of talſhood, when he ſaith, Epheſ. 2. 3-4+5.6.7. 
8.9. We all heretofore lined in the luſts of the fleſh, fulfilling the 
defires of the fleſh, and of our ewne thoughts, and were by n4- 
ture children of wrath, aſwell as others: But God who ts rich 
in mercie, through his great loue, wherewith hee loned vs even 
at the time, when we beth in our treſpaſſes bath quickened 
vs toferher with Thrift, by the Grace of whons ye are ſaued; and 
hath raiſed vs vp together, and hath made 4 fe anne 5 int 
heauenly places in Teſwu Chriſt, to the end be might ſhew in the 
ages to come the abundantly excellent riches of bes Grace, by his 
kindnes towards vs in Teſus ( hriſt. For yee are _— through. 
Grace by Fatth, aud that not of your ſelnes,it ts the gift of God, 
Not by workes, to the intent noneſhould glorifie himſeife, 

V 


Who teach, That the Incomplete and notperemptorie Ele= © 
tion of particular perſons to Salnation, ſmppoſeth a foreſight of © 
Faith, Conmerſion, Holmeſſe, and Godlineſſe,t egur, or continu. © 
ed for a time ; but that the complete and peremptorie Elettion ** 
ſurpoſes a fore-ſight of the finall perſenerazce of Fatth, Conner. ** 
fron, Holineſſe and Godlineſſe, And that herem lyeth that free © 
and Enangelicall dignitie, in refpeft whereof, he which is Eleft © 
35 move wort! hy won, which u not Ele: And by conſequent, © 
that Faith and the obedience of Faith, Holineſſe, Gooltneſſe, © 
and perſenerance,are not fruits or effefts of an ouchangeable © 
eleftion to glory ; but conditio-s and cauſes , without wh: h no © 
Eleflion can be made;the which conditions or canſes are former. © 


broprend ant fees, wing ne any AO 
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&« them that are to be compleatly Elefted, Which doRrine yte 
teily crofieth the whole Scripture, which in diuers places 
beateth both into our cares and hearts ſuch and rhe like jen- 
rences Rom. 9.1 2.Eletticn 1s not by workes,but by hing which 
calleth. ARfes 12.43, eAll they which were or4ammed tocter. 
nai life, beliened, Ephel. 1.4. Hebath Elelted vs m him- 
ſelfe, to the end, we ſhould bz holy. John 15.16. You hawe not 
choſen me,but I hane cheſen you. Ro. 11.6. If it be by grace, 
then is it no more by worke ts 1.lohn 4.10. Here is lore, not 
that wee lowed God, but that hee loved vs , aud hath ſent his 
Sorne, 


GE .. mR 


VI. | 
'© Whoteach, That exery Eleition to Saluation is not vn- 
«© changeable, but that ſome El: notwithitanding what [Peuer 
* decree of God , may and doe periſh eu:rlaFtingly. By which 
groſſcerrour, they make God mutable, and ouerthrow the 
conſolation of the faithfull, touching the ſtedfaſtneſſe of 
their Ele&ion, and contradict che holy Scriptures , which 
teach, Mat, 24.24. 7 hat the Eleft caunet be ſeduced, Toh. 
29. That Chrifi looſeth not thoſe , that are guten vnto him of 
his Father. Rom.$.29. That theſe whom God hath*Preleft1. 
 nazed,calied, init ified,thoſe he doth alſo glorifie, 


EL 
y 


<< Whoteach, Thit during this life, there is no fruit , ner 

cc ſenſe , nor certaintic of an Vichangeable Eleftion to glorie; 

except s be ſweh, asmay be grounded on a condition mutable 

« aracontingert, For beiides that it is an abſurditie to call 
that a certaintie which js vncertaine , itis alſo repugnant ts 
rneexperience of the Saints, who retoyce with the Apoſtle, 
at the ſenic and iccling of thtir Eleion,while they celebrate 
this blefling of God; who with the Diſciples Reioyce (accor- 
ding to Ieſus Chriſt his admomtion) chat their_names are 
written 13 heauen , Luk. 10. 20. Briefly who oppoſe the 
ienſe ofrhieir EcQtion to the hiecie darts of the diuels temp- 
tations, demanding , who ſpall bring in any accuſation againſt 
the Elell of God? Roms. 32. | 


| VIII 


"36 
VIII, 


Who teach , That Gra did not of his owne meere andinft « 
wil, decree to leaxe any one in the fallef Adam, and the come © 
m0, eftate off, ſinne and condemnation, or to paſſe by them mm the <c 
communication of grace neteſſary to faith and conner ſizm, For *« 
this remaines firme, Rom.9g. 18. Hee hath mercy, on whow 
he will have mercy and hardeneth whom he will. Againe, Mat. 
I3-I1. To youit i giuen to kyow the ſecrets of the kingdame of 
heayen : but to them it is not ginen. AgaineyMar; 11.25.26, 

I chanke thee O Father, Lord of heauen and earth, that'thou 
haſt hid theſe things from the wiſe and vnderitanding, and haſt 
reuciled them tolutle children : It is ſo O Father , feraſmuch 
« ſuch was thy geodpleaſure, $94; 

. IX 


 Whoteach, That the cauſe wherefore Gad ſends the Go5Þel 
to ove Nation rather then te another , is not onely and meerely 
the geod pleaſure of G od > but becauſe one Nation t better and «« 
more worthy then anether', unto which the Goſpel 1s.not come cc 
muncated, For Moſes gaine-ſayeth irz{peaking thus tothe 
people of Ifrael : Deur, 10.14.15. Behold the heanens, and 
the heaven of heanens belong untoj the Lord thy God: the earthy 
alſe ard all that x init : But the Lord hath taken pleaſure ix 
thy fathers onely, for to loue them; and hath choſen their poite= 
ritie after them fo vvit,you, from among all people, as appeaxeth 
thy day, And Teſus Chriſt |, Mat,11:21. #/#e vnto thee Co- 
razin,uvoe vito thee Bethſaida: For if in Tyre and Sidon =_ 
miohtie workes had beene done , which hane beene done in the 


y314/Þ of you , they had long fincs reented in ſackcloth and aſver.. 
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CHAP. II. 


 Ofthedeath of Jeſus Chriſt, and mans Re- 
| _ demptionthereby, | 


Thel. e/Friicle. 


GY ſs not onely meſt mercifull,butalſo meſt iuſt. And 
is juſtice requireth (according as he hath revealed him« 
ſclfe inhis word) that our ſinnes committed againſt his infi» 
nite Maieftic ſhould be puniſhed , noronly with temporall, + 
bur alſo with eternall paines,both in body & ſoule;the which 
paines we cannot eſcape, vnleſſe there be ſatisfaRion made to 
the iuftice of God. | 

IT: | 

Now becauſe it was not in our power to make ſatisfaQti» 


en of our ſclues,nor to deliver our ſelues frem the wrath ef 


God : God through his vnmeaſurable mercy gaue vs his on» 


ly Sonne for a pl ge: who was made Sinne, anda Curſe y 


on the Croſſe, tor ys,or in our ſteede; that ſo he might ſati 
for ys. | 
III. | 

This death ef the Sonne of God,fis the only and moſt per» 
feR facrifice and fatisfaRion for ſinnes , of an infinite price & 
value ; which aboundantly ſufficeth to expiate rhe finnes of 
the whole world. 

TV. 

And this death is therefore of ſo great worth and valuez 
both becauſe the p:rſon that ſuffered it,isnot o7ecly true man, 
and perfeAly holy , but alſo the only Sonne of God,of the 
ſameerernall and infiniteeſfence with the Father and the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt;ſuch as our Saviour ought to be: And ſecondly,bes 
cauſe his death was ioyned with the ſenſe and feeling of the 
_ and curſe of God , which we by our ſinnes had deſer- 
he 


Furs 


12. 
| V, __ 

Furthermore the promiſe of the Goſpell is, that whoſoe« 
ver belicueth in th hn rare” 491 not periſh, but 
haue everlaſting life 2 which promiſe ought to be 
ded and declared indifferently to all Nations od perſons, 
vnto whom God according te his good pleaſure ſends the 
Goſpell z and that witt\commandement. Repentance and 


Fa; h. 
þ VI 
And whereas many that are called by the Goſpell, 
not,neither belceue ins Teſus Chriſt, bet periſh Mn fer 
This comes not to paſſe throughany defe@ or inſufficiencie 
of the ſacrifice of Iefus Chriſt offered vpon the Crofſe,, but 
through their owne fault, 


VII. 2379 
But for as much as ſomethere are, who truely beleeue,and: 
are delivered:and ſaved fromfinne and pry by the death. 


of Ieſus Chriſt, this benefit preceedes from the meere Grace 
of Godz which he oweth not to any, and which was given: 
them from all eternitie in Iefus. Chriſt. 


VIII. 

For ſuch was the moſt free counſell, and moſt favourable: 
will and Intention of Gad the Father, tht the wholeſome &. 
quickning efficacie of the moſt precious deach of his Sonne 
ſhould be extended to all the Ele, forto giue them alone-. 
Juflifying faith, and thereby ro brig thet: fallibiy ro Sals. 
vation: Thatis,it was Gods will , thar leſus Chriſt by the 
bloud of the Crofle , whereby he confirmed the new Cove-- 
nant,ſhould redeeme effeQually all thoſe, and av ocher, from. 
among every people,nation,and language; whofromall cter= 
nit'e were elected ro Salvation, and were given ynto him of: 
his Father:that he ſhould g:ue rhem Fairn, which, as all orher 
gifts alſo of the Holy Ghoſt, be purchaled for them by his. 
dearh : that hee ſhould purge them by his bloud fromall. 
hrines,Originall, and AQuall, committcd either before or af-. 
tes Faith xecriucd ;- rhat hee ſhould keepe them fairhfully = 
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14. = 
the ende; and finally that he ſhould make them appeare be=' 
for< him glorious without ſpotor blemiſh., | | 
This counſell proceeding from the eternall loue of God 
towards the Ele&t', hath mightily beene accompliſhed ever 
ſince the. beginning of the world to this preſcnt-time,, -the 
gates of Hell having oppoſed it all in vaine; andfhall be'acs 
compliſhed alſoin the times to come : yea in ſuch ſort, as the 
Ele& in their due time ſhalbe gathered into one, andthere 
ſhall bee {till a Church of beleevers:founded onthe blout of 
Teſus Chriſt; the which ſhal conſtantly loue this her Saviour, 
who as a Bridegroomelfor his Spoule, i laid-downe his life of 
the Crofle forher ; the which alſo ſhall perſevere in ſerving 
__—_ ſhall celebrate and magnific him bottwhere and euer 
Ercaltcr. 


A Reic&tion of Errours. 


The true doFtrine being Expounded , the Sys . 
nod rejetteth the errours of thoſe, 


1. 


a V Ho teach;that God the Father deſtined his Sowne'to 

cc the death of the Croſſe, without any certaine and de= 

« finite purpoſe ts ſaue any one by name; ſo as the neceſſity, propre 

&« and dignitic or worth of the Impetration made by the death of 

&« leſs ( brift might bee ſafe, and perfit in all parts,compleat ,ful, 

*« andentire, albeit the redemption thereby ebtained:, had never 
been aftually applycd to any one particular . For this doAtine 

is iniurious to the wiſdome of God the Father,and to the mee 
rite of Teſus Chriſt , and contrary to the Scripture, For ſee _ 
what our Saujour ſaith, Toh.10.1 5.27.1 lay downe my life for 
myſbcepe, and I kyow them, And the Prophet Eſayfaith of the 
Saviour, Eſay.5 3. 10. eAfier that te ſhall be addeyreh 


| 15. 
life for an oblation for ſine be ſhall ſee thiſe of (his ) poſteritie, 
he ſrallprolong hi daies, ard the goed plea ſure of the Lord ſhall 
proffer in his hand : Brieflie,, it cleane overthrowes alſo that 
Article of our Creede, whereby webelecue the Church. 
51155491 {oe 

Whoteach , that the ſcope or end of Teſua Chriſt his death »» 
was nat effcitnalie to ratifie the nrw covenant of grace by his 3» 
bloud,but onely to purchaſe to bis father a naked right, whereby 5 
he might againe corralt with men ſome covenant whatſoeverit ,, 
ſhould be whether of grace, or of workes., Which is repugnant 
rothe Scripture, which teacherh, Heb.7.22.That leſms Chriſt 
was made the pledge  mediatonr of a more excellent to wit the 
new Teftament. Againe Heb.g.15.17. A teſtament is then on- 
ly of farce when the parties are dead . . 

7-1 0ÞÞ> 

Who teach, that Jeſus ( hrift by his ſatisfation,hath not ,, 
aſſuredly mer ited for any one Salnation it ſole, and faith, wher- ,, 
by that ſatisfabtion of Ieſus Chriſt might be applyed effettually ,, 
ro ſalurtion : but that he hath only purchaſed to the Father a ,, 
power ,or plenary will to treate anew with men, and topreſcribe ,, 
them new conditions, ſuch as he would ?the fulflmg whereof was ,, 
zo depend on mans free-will, andtherefore that it might bane ,, 
come to paſſe that either all men,or none at all ſbould ful'ill them. ,, 
Forthelc thinke too baſely of the ceath of Ieſus Chriſt , not 
avall acknowledging rhe principall fruit or benefite purcha- 
{cd thereby , and fetch from hell againe the errour of Pela- 

i, 
iN II11. 

Who teach, that this new covenant of Graceswhich Gedlthe ,, 
Father hath cotrafted with men by the interventio of the death ,, 
of Teſwa Chrift,confifteth nat m this, that we are intified before ,, 
Ged,ard ſaved by faith,in as much as it apprehendeth the merite.,, 
; $249 Chrit : but im this,thatthe exattwn of the perfett obes. , 

ence of the Law,being aboliſhed, God accounteth faith it ſelfe ,, 


ard the imperfelt obedience of faith, for a perfett obedience of the ,, 
lew,and of meere grace eftcemeth it worthy to be rewarded with ,, 
eternal life, For theſe conradit tr Dn 33-34 26 


G& 


16. 


Being inftificd Freely by bus grace, by the redemption which jim 
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Jeſus Chriſt, who»: from all eternity God ordained for » a prapitix. 


ation by faith in b1 bloud, And with prophane Secim they 
bring in a new and ſtrange iuſtification of man before God, 


contrary to the common conſent and iudgment of the whole 
Church. 


V. | 
<< Whoteach,that all men are admitted into the late of recon« 
©c Ciliation,c to the grace of the concuant ſo 45 not any one ut ſubs 
@ iefÞ to condemnation, or ſhall bee condemned for originall finne, 
« but that all are generally exempted from the guilt of the ſeid fin. 

For this opinion is repugnantto the Scripture , which-affir< 
meth,Epheſ.2.3.that we are by nature children of wrath, 
VI 


« Whovwſe the diſtinliton of Impetration.& Application, ther« 
« by to inſtill into the ſimple and ignorant, this opinion ; that Grd 
«« for his part, would equally beſtow vpon all men the benefits pure 
« chaſed by the death of Teſus Chriſt, And whereas ſome rather 
« then others,are made partakers of remiſſion of finnes and life e« 
« verlafring, that this difference dependeth on their owne freewill, 


« applymg it ſelfe to that grace which u offered indifferently ; bus 


« that it dependeth not wpon any ſingular gift of mercy that works 
«c effettually in them, rather then in others, for to apply themſelues 
therevnto:For ſeeming to propoſe this DiftinCtion in a good 
ſenſe,they go about to drenchthe people with the pernicious 
poylon of Pelagianiſme. 
| V1I. 
cc 
© neither did die for them whom God lowed bef:re moſt tenderly, 
* and bad elelted to eternall life.in as much as ſuch had uo wall of 
the death of Ieſus Chriſt , For they contradi& the Apoſtle; 
who ſaith,Gal.2.20. { hriſt loved mee, and gaue himſelfe for 
mee.Rom.8.33. Who ſhall lring in any acculation againſt the 
elett of Goa? lt i5 God which initifieth Who ſhall condemmne?It i& 


Who teach;that Teſus Chrift neither could, neither ought, © 


C briff which i dead,(to weet)for them: alſo they contradi& 


our Saviour,who ſaith;loh. 10.15. 1 lay downe my life for my. - - 


BP. 
cepe. Againe,Joh.1y.1 2.13.7 hi i my commandement that 
= lone one another as I hane lowed wang == hath greater lowe 
then this (to weet) when one layeth down his life for bis friends 


CHAP. III, 


Oi the Corruptionof man, his Converſion 
ro God, and the manner thereof 


The futt eAriicle, 


M An in the beginning was created after the imageof 
God, and adorned in his vaderſtanding with the true 
| and ſaving knowledge of his creatour, & of ſpirituall things, 
with righteouſneſſe1n his heart and will ,' with puritie inall 
his affections ; yea hee was perfeQtly and entirely holy : bue 
turning himſelfe from God,through the _—_— of the Di. 
yell, and by his owne free will , he deprived himſelte of theſe. 
excellent gifts, and contrarywile inſteede thereof , drew on 
himſelfe, blindnefſe, horrible darkneſſe, vanity,and perverſitic 
of iudgement in his ynderſtanding; malice, rebellion, 8& hard- 
neſſe in his heart and will, and therewithall, impuritie inall 
his affeQions. = 


Now, ſuch as man was after the fall, ſuch children begate 
he,to wit,himſelfe corrupted,children corrupted,corruption, 
by the iuſt iudgement of God, being derived from Adam vn- 
to all his poſterity, excepting Ieſus Chriſt alone,and that not 
by imitation(as heretofore the Pelagians woald hauc it) but 


by propagation of a corrupted nature. 
} I | on 


Whence it commeth to paſle,thatall men are conceiyedin 
Sinne,and borne children of wrath,vnprofitableto all ſaying 
good,cnclined t9 evyill, dead in finne,and ſervants of fin . And 
withoutthe Grace of the regenerating ſpirit , they neither 
Will,nor can returne to God, "_ correR their deprayed na» 
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wre,nor diſpoſe therniclues towards the amendment of it... 
; ILITL. | 

Trus itis , that after the fall there remained in man ſome 
light ofnature , by meane3 whereof hee (till [rerainerh ſorfie 
knowledge of God,and of naturall chings, hee diſcernerh be- 
twixt honeſtie and diſhoneſtie, and ſcemerh1 to hauea litcle re- 
gard andcare of veitue and outward diſcipline . Bur fo farre 
isit, that by this light ofnature he*can come to the ſaving 
knowledge of God,and convert himlclfe to Him , rhat even 
ia things naturall and civill he vſeth it not aright, but rather, 
as little as it is,abuleth and defileth.it diverſe yaies, & with- 


holds it in varightcouſneſſe, and ſo becommeth inexclſable- 
before God. Y. 5 1 


Looke how it is with the hght of Nature, juſt fo it farech 
with the Decalogue , which God gaue particularly to the 
Tewes . For it diſcovereth indeede the grieyouſnefle of finne; 
and inore and more convinceth man z bur foraſmuch as it af- 
fordeth no remedie, nor giveth any ability to get out of thax 
miſerie,8 ſo being weak through the fleſh, leaverhthetranſs 
greſſour in the Curſe,it is impoſſible, that by it, man ſhoulde 
obraine ſaying grace. 

T1. 

Wherfore,what neither the Light of Nature, nor the Law 
could doe, that God effe&teth by the power of the Holy Spi» 
rit,by meanes of the Word, or the miniſterie of Reconciliati- 
cn,thatis,by the Golpell of the Mefſias, whereby it pleaſed 
God to ſaue belceyers a{well vnder the Old, as the New Te- 
ſtament. VII. | 


God manifeſted this fecret of his Will re fewer perſons 


_ vnderthe Old Teſtament ,” but ſince vnder the New Tefta- 


ment the difference of Nations is taken away, he-now mani= 
feſterh it ynto more, The reaſon of which diſpenſation wee 
ought not to attribute tothe dignity or worth of one Nation 
aboue another., or becauſc it maketh better vſe of the Light 
of Nature,but to the good pieaſure of God , whichis moſt: 
free, & to his yndeſeryed loue, And therefore they onwhom/ 


— 


T9; 


ſo great Grace hath beene ſhewed,aboueand contrarie to all 

deſert, ought to recognize it in humility of heart with thank(- 

* giving, And the reſt, vnto whom this Grate hathnotyer been 

ſhewed, they ought :to adore with the Apoftle the ſeverity & 

iuſtice of Gods iudgments, bur not curiouſly to ſound them. 
VIITL. 

Furthermore,as many asare called by the Goſpell;are cal. 
led in;good earneſt « For Gpd ſhewes/in good, earneſt ant 
moſt truely Tand fincerely)byhisword whatis pleaſing ys 
him , namely that they: which-are called ſhould come vnto: 
him : alſo he promiſeth in good earneft , to all thatcome, and: 
belicue inhim,reſt vnto their foules; and lie everlaſting. . 


And whoreas many that arecalled by the nuniſtrie of the 
Goſpel, come net, nor are converted, the fault is not in the 
Goſpell, nor in Jeſus Chriſt offered by the Goſpell, norin: 
God, who by the Goſpell callech thers,and witball beftowes: 
many gifs vpon them :: bur. in thoſe themſtluegawhich are: 
called; whereof ſome throughtheir ownecareleſneflereceiue? 
not the word of life; others recetue it indeede, but not within 
their hearts,and therefore after tome-lightioy of a cemporall 
faith, chey tall backeagaine'; others through the thornes of * 
cares, &.ihrough-the pleaſures of this world choake the ſeede : 
of the word, and bring forth no fruit, according as our Savie 
our teacheth in the par»ble of the ſecede. Matt ze Y 


X. 

But whereas others being called by the miniſterie of the 
Golpell doe come, and are conyerted, thatis vot to beartri=: 
buted vnto the man, as if. hee by bis owne free will made bim-" 
ſclfe differ froms others-, which, are alſo furniſhed with like, . or © 
(at leaſt) with ſufficient grace, to believe and bee converted; 
(as the prowdeherehie of Pologiny mainetaineth. ) But vnto 1 
God; who. as he-hatheleRed his from alleternity,in Chrift, : 
ſo heecals them effetuallyin their due. times , giues' them + 
faith and repentaunce ,- and having delivered'them: from the- 
power of darkneſle,, - tranſports _ into the; kingdome _ : 

3 Jus 
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20. 
his Sonne | to theend that they ſhould declare the vertues of 
him,whe hath called chem from darkneſſe to his marveilous 
light;and har they ſhould glorygnot in themſelues,burtinthe 
Lord, as the Apoſtolique writings witnefle in divers & ſun- 
drie places. I 


Moreover, when God executeth this his good pleaſure in 
the EleR,or, when he converts them, he doth not onely pro= 
cure,that the Goſpell be outwardly preached , neither only 
mightily enlighrens their vnderſtandings by the Holy Spirit, 
to make them vnderftande and diſcerne aright the things of 
the ſpirit of God: bur by the efficacy of the ſame ſpirit of re= 

eneratio,he pierceth into the inmoſt parts of man, he opens 
the hart,that was ſhur he ſoftens rhe neart, that was hard he 
circumciſeth the foreskinne of the heart, ſheds new qualities 
in the will, and cauſeth it,of dead,to become living ; ofevill, 


 good;of not-willing, willing ; of ſtubborne, obedient; hee 


workes in it,and ſtrenghthens it , tothe end , thar, as a good 
tree,it may biing forth good fruit. 
XII. 
This,lo,is that Regeneration ſo much ſpoken of in Scrip- 
ture,that Renovyatien, that new Creation, that raiſing from 
the dead,& Vivification, which God worketh in vs without 


*pwithout a- * VS» And it is not efteCtea by the detrine alone, bearing on 
wy cooperati- the care, nor by amorall perſwaſion, induced by perſwaſiue 
oxof 6x71, reaſons,nor by any ſuch kinde of operation, whereby, after 


id 


God hath done his part, it fill remaines in the power of man 


' to be regenerated,or not to be;'to be, ornot to be converted. 


No,it is an operation wholy ſupernaturall , moſt effeAuall, 
and withal moft ſweet,admirable,ſecret, and ineffable,which 
- according to the Scripture ( that was inſpired by the Author 
of this operation) inreſpe of efficacie, is nothing inferiour 
to creation, ur the reſurreion from the dead: fo as all they, 
in whoſe hearts God worketh after this admirable faſhis, are 


certainely,irifallibly and effeQually regenerated, 8 doe aQu- 


ally bclicuc, And then indecede the will being now renewed, 
is 


21. 
is not only impelled and moved of God, bur being moved of 
GT TI an nu Tg 
that, Man himſelte beli | 'by meanes of the 
Grace, which he hath received. + by | 
XIII. 

The faithfull,during this life,cannor fully comprehend the 
maner of this operatien; ' and yert-int the meane time reft well 
contented,ina[much as they know & feele,that by this Grace 
of God, they do frem their hearts belicue and loue their Sa- 
viour. XIIIN. 

So then,Faith'is the gift of God, not becauſe iris yo_ b 
God to mans free will - but becauſe ir is bv deede and in 2A 
conferred infþred, and infuſedinto man. | Againe, notbecauſe 
God gtveth only «power ts beliewe, and then afterward ex- 

As, thatmans Will conſent thereynto or belicue indeede:: 
bs becauſe he which worketh both to will, and todoe, yea 
which worketh all inall, effe&erh in man both a will to bes 
Leuc,and bcliefe it ſelfe. , | C 

| XV. 2 

God owethnot this Grace to any. For what may He owe 
to him, that can give nothing firſt, that it might be repaide 
him againe? yea what can He owe to him, that hath nocking 
of his owne bur inns, andlcaſing ? Wherefore he thatrecei- 
veth this Grace,ought, yea and doth alſo yeeld erernal thanks 
to God for it : he thatreceiveth itnot', either he hath no re» 
gard of theſe ſpiricual! things , and pleaſeth himſelfe in that. 
which'is his owne : or retchleſſe as he is, boaſteth in yaine of 
having that which hee hath not. Now concerning: thoſe 
which outwardly make profeſſion of the faith, and amende 
their ues, we mult both judge and ſpeake the beſt according 
to the example of the Apoſile:;for what is in their hearrs is to 
ys vnknown2. And for others yvhich are nor yet called, vve 
are to pray vnto God , vyho calleth things that are nor,as if 
| they vvere : but inno hand may vve ſvvel vvith pride againſt 
them,as if vyc our {clues had made our ſelues to differs 

XVN.I.. 
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Now,as by the fal,man ceaſed not tobe man;endued with 
will and vnderſtanding,, and ſinne'that overſpreadallman= 
kinde, aboliſhed not the nature of mankinde, bur depeivetit 
only, and killed ir ſpiritually :. So this divine Grace otReys= 
neration workethnot inmen, as in logs, or ſtockes of trees, 
neither doth it take away the will and its propertizs,norferce 
or conſtraine it againſt its owne liking,bur ſpirituallyentiue-: 
nech, healeth,correReth and bowerh it, no lefle ſweetly, then 
mightily,co the end thar where formerly the rebellion & re 
{iftanceof the fleſh did wholy domineere , now the prampr 
and fincere obedience of the ſpirit may begin there to raigne; 
in which very point, he true and ſpiritual reeftabliſhment && 
treedomeof our will confifteth . And were it not that this 
admirable Worker of all good,did ply vs in maner aforeſaid; 
there were ne hope left vnto man, that he ſhould raiſe him 
{clfe out of the fa!l by free will, by which, when he ſtood vp- 

right, he threw hirulelfe headlong into perdition. - q .. 
| + % © NE page 

Alſo,as the almighty operation of God, whereby he pro- 
duceth and ſuſtainerh this our naturall life,excluderh not, bur 
rather requireth the vſe of the meanes, b 7 Which God accor- 
ding to his infinite wiſdome, and goodnefle, is pleaſed to diſ- 
play this hts power : even fo, the foreſaid ſupernaturall ope-= 
ration of God, bye which he regenerateth ve , excluderhnor, 
nor any way overthroweth the vie of the Goſpell, which the 
all wiſe God hath ordained , to be the ſeed of Regeneration, 
and the food of the ſoule . Wherefore as the Apoſtles, and 
DoRours,which followed thew,did piouſly infru& the pes 
png this Grace of God, to his glory, and to the a« 

aſing of all(humane)pride, and yet in the meane while neg- 
leRed not to hold them ſtil, by their holy admonitions ofthe 

Goſpell,to the exerciſe of the word, Sacraments, and diſci- 
pline : $0,God foretend , that they which teadh and learne in 
the Church, ſhould preſume to tempt God , by ſeparating 
thoſe things, which He accorcfng to his good pleaſure,would 
have moſt Braightly ioyned togither, For Grace is _ 
y 


he 


23. 

by admonitions , andthe more readily we doe our duety the 
moreevident is the benefit of God working in vs, and then 
doth his buſineſſe proceede moſt happy!ly . To which God, 
all the glory both of the meanes, and of their fruit, and ſaving 
efficacie,is due for ever andiever « e/ Amen. 


' AM Rerettion of Erronrs. 


The true doQrine being expeunded,the Synode 
| rejeReth the Errours of thoſe, 


2. | | 
V Ho teach, that it cannot be ſaid properly, that origi- ,, 
naldSinne ts of it ſelfe ſuſſicient ts condemn all man- ,, 

| kinat, or tomerit both temporall and eternall puniſhment . For ,, 

they contradict the Apoſtle, who faith, Rom.5.1 2. By ore 
man alone ſinne entred into the world, and by finne death : and 
ſo death came vyon all men, inaſmuch as all haxe finned, And 
verſe 16.T he guilt is of one offence alone to condemnation . Ax 
gaine, Rom.6.2 3.The wages of ſinne is death, 

- hs 

Who teach, that ffiritnall gifts,or good habitndes and vere ,; 
tues(ſuch as are, g e holynefſe, righteonſueſſe, ) conld hane ,\ 
0 place in mans will when he was firft created; by conſequent , 
that they could not be loft inthe fall . 1For this direQly thwar-,, 
teth the deſcription of the image of God, which the Apoſtle 
maketh, Epheſ.4.24. Where he deſcribes it by righteouſneſle 
and holynefle, which yertues certainely haue their ſeats in the 


will. 
III. 


VVho teach, that ſpritnall gifts were not ſeparated from ,, 
the will of man in the ſprrituall death , ſince that in it ſelfewas ,, 
never corrupted, but hmdered»only by darknes of the unaerflan- ,, 
ding and vnralineſſe of the affettions., which hinderances being bh 
removed, the will is able to make ve of 115 libertie, which toitss ,, 
| D ual ,, 


=o 
Relig'on, 


2.4e 
66 atwall:that is, it is of it (elſe able rithiy to.wil and chooſe , or 
« ot towill 4nd chooſe any good propoſed wnte tt,This is new and 
erroneous,tending to nothing but to exalt the power of free 
will,contrary to the ſaying of the Prophet, Jeremy 17.9.The 
"—R De: beart is wily,and defperately evill aboue all things. And that of 
1 4 . 
Freach it is &he Apoſtic,F pheſ.2. 3. Ammg whom(children of Rebellimn ) 
by millake of w2 all converſed once in the luits of the fl:ſb,fu/fillmg the defires 
the Printer, of the fieſh,and of our thoughts. 
ehildren of Whil 
ic VVhorteach,that a man not regenerate,s not totally & pro= 
 perly in Sin, or deſtitute of all power concerning SOIT 
* but that he can hivger andthirit after righteouſneſſe and be, 
* andcan offer unto Grathe ſacrifire of a contrite and broken SÞi= 
© rit,ſ1ch'as may be acceptable unto him. For theſe things con- 
trary the plaine teſtimonies of Scripture, Ephe.2.1.5 .Yewere 
dead in your treſp les and ſinnes. And ,Gen.6:4.8& 8.21 Every 
INAGinatie) of the thoughts of the heart of men ts nothin elſe 
but evillat all times. Adde hereto,that to hunger and thirſt af- 
ter life,and ro be delivered from mifery;«& to offer ynto God 
the ſacrifice of a broken ſpirit, is proper to the: Fegeneratc. 
P/al.s1.19.And of thoſe that are called happy, Mar.y.6. 


©: VVhoteach, that 4 corrupt and naturall man wa ſowell 
ce Tſe common Grace (whereby th:y underſtand the light of Na+ 

tare or the gifis which remaine(m him) after the fall\that by the 
* g2od vſage.theresf, he may by degrees and lutle by little obtaine 
& greater grace to wit Evangelicall and ſaving grace, yea & ſal- 
© vation it ſelfs : And that by this m-anes, God for his part ſhew- 
* eth himſelfe ready to reveale Ieſus Christ to all. foraſmuch ac he 
© affo-deth unto all, ſufficiently and efficaciouſly the meanes neceſ= 
© ſary to the Reve!ation of leſus Chriſt, and to faith and repen- 
* zance, For that tins is falle, behdes the experience of al times, 
the Scripture witneſſeth.: Pſal.147.19.,20. He declareth his 
words to [acob,and bu Statmes © ordinances to Iſracll, he hath 
ot done ſo to all nations, and therefore they know nat hug ordi- 


wanres, At14.16. 1n times paſt God ſuffered all nations ts 
wake 


C 


25o 
walke in their owne waies. AQ. 16.6.7. It was forbidden them, 
{to wit, Pax and his companions)+y the holy GhoFt te-preach 
the wordine Aſia; comming therefore to Myſia they aſſayed to. 
goe into Bithynia,but the Jprrn of telus) permitted them nay, 
7 : 


| V'Vhorteach,that in the true converſion of a man, it cannot »» 
F$e.that God ſhould ponre into his will wew qualities , habits, or 3» 
gifts : Therefore the fatth,by which we are firfl converted. and »» 
from which we are named faithfull, is not a qualitie or gift tzft= 55 


ſed by God,but only a bare attion of man'; And that it cannat o- »» - 


therwiſe be called a gift, then in regard alone of the power which »» 
a man hath to attametherevats.. For theſe things contradi& »» 
the holy Scriptures, which teftifre, That God ſheddes in our 
hearts new qualities of faith, obedience, and the feeling ofhis 
lone. ler. 34-3 3-1 willput wry law within them, and willwrite it 
#n their heart.E\1.4.4+-3.1 will ponre forth waters vpon him that 
5s 4 thirft,and rrvers vpon the dry grennd: 1 will ponre forth 
ſpirit vpon thy poſterity, Rom.5. 5 The loue of God is ſhedd in 
our hearts by the holy ſpirit, which i ginen unto vs. They are 
alſo repugnant to the-perp2tuall praCtiſe of the Church, rhat 
prayes on this manner : Ierem. 31. 18, { onvert me O Lord, 
#14 I ſhall be converted. 

VII. 


VVhoteach,that the Grace whereby we are converted vnto »» 
God, nothing elſe but a ſweete perſwaſio; w__ others expound » 
it) that the moſt noble maner of working im the converſion of a »» 
man and the moſt agreeable to the nature of man, ts that wh th »» 
ts effefted by perſwaſions: And that nothing hinders,but that the » 
9 racewhich they tearme Moral(that u to ſay, which is wrought »» 
-y perſwaſiue reaſons) may make a carnall man ſprritual;yea that »» 
God makes the will to conſent no otherwiſe, ſane only by this kind »» 
of perſwaſion : and that herein conſiſteth the whole efficacie of » 
the divine operation , whereby the ſw mounteth the operation of »» 
Satan,inaſmuch as God promiſeth eternall good, Satan onely »» 
remporall.For this is pace Pelagianiſme , and contrary to all 
Scripture , the which beſide = kinde of operationin the 


ad 
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eonverſion ofa man, 3. knowledgerh anothcr over & aboue, - 
to wit,trat of the Holy Spirit, inuch more eff=uall and di» 
vine;as in the 36.chap.o! Ezechiel,ver. 26. [wil gine you a new 
heart, and will gine a new fþirit inthe midſt of you : and vwill 
| Lake away the {AE of flone,and will gine an heart of fleſh,ce, 
VI 


© Whoteach,that #» theyegeneration of a man, God imployeth 
© not bis almighty power is ſuch ſort, as that he mightily and in- 
« fallibly beras the will to beliene and to bee converted, but that 
* notwithit;nding all the operations of Grace which God vſeth to 
«© the converſion of man man may reſiſt God and the holy Spirit e« 
©© ven then, when God purpoſeth and would regener«te him: that 
** oftentimes man reſiteth in deed & effeft, ſo as he viterly hindes 
* reth his owne regeneration: yea that it refteth in his power tobe, 
"* or not to beregenerated. Forthis is nothing elſe bur totake -_ 
away from God the efficacie of his Grace inour Converſion, 
and to ſubic& the ation of God almighty tothe wil of manz 
and that contrarie to the Apoſtles, who teach : Epheſ. 1.19, 
That wee belieue according to the efficacie of the power of his 
might. And 2.Theſſ.1.11.That God fulfilleth in vs, al the good © 
pleaſtre of his goodnes,and the worke of faith Mightily. Againe 
2.Pet.1.3. That his Divine power hath given vs all whatſcee 
ver appertaineth to life and gedlineſſe. 


« Whageach, that Grace and Freewill are cauſes, that works 

« each their ſeverall part, and both concurre tegither in the firſ 

«c point of converſion . & that Grace ai a cauſe hath no precedence 

| « 11 order before the « fficrencie or motion of the wildeſt, that Ged 

. « doth not effeitually arde mans wil to be emverted, before the wil 

of man moone and determinate it ſelfe,For the Ancient Church 

condemned this doGrine in the Pelagians Fong agoe , by the 

Apoltle,Rom.g.16.1t i neither of him that willeth,nor of him 

that runneth butof God who ſheweth mercy, and, 1. Cor.4.7s 

Who puts a d:fference betwixt th:e and another ? and what hait 

thon,that thou haſt not received? Againe, Phil.2.13.1t is God, 

which eth in vs with efficacie both towil & to perform, 
Eccording to lows good pleaſure. | 


2. 


CHAP. 1NI. 
Of the perſeverance ofthe Saints. 
| The firit «Article. 
Hoſe whome God according to his purpole and decree, 


calls to the communion of his Senne our Lord leſs - 


Ciriſt, and regenerates by his holy Spirit, he delivers from 
the dominion and thraldome of Sinne ; butnot alrogerher 
trom the fleſh,and body of Sinne,during this life. | 

II 


Whence it is, that we ſee dayly ſo many fins of Infirmity, 
and that the beſt workes of the Saints haue their blemiſhes. 


Which continually furniſhes them with matter,of xo I 


themſclues before God , of having tecourſe>to Teſus Ch 
crucified, of mortifying the fleſh more and more by the Spirit 
of prayer,and by holy exerciſes of piety; of ſighing aſter (and 
vi 2 defiring)tull perfe&ion, vneill being Am 


of this body of ſine , they reigue in heayen with the Lambe. 


of God. 
| III. 

By reaſon of theſe reliques of fin dwelling in vs , 2ndthe 
temptationof Satan and the world, thoſe which are convere 


ted,could not perſiſt in this grace, if they were left to their 
owne ſtrength - But God is faithful, who mercifully con- 


firmes themiin the grace, which he hath once giventhem, 


and mightily conſerues —_— theend.. 
, ITT. 


Now albeit this power of God fortifying and conſerving 
Se truely faitt-full in his Grace, be too great to be overcome 
of the fleſh, yer they that are coverted, are not _—_ con» - 


duQed and mooved by God,but that they may by their own 


faulcturne aſide in ſom* particular actions from the conduRt. 


of Grace, & be ſeduced by the luſts of che ceſh ro obey theme 


M4 - *, 
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VVherefore it bchoveth , they watch alwaies and pray that 
they be not ledd into tempration;: which if they donor, they 
not only may be carrycd away of the fleſh,the world, and of 
Sathan into ſinnes;yea eee) and feareful fnnes, bur ſome 
times they are ſo carried away by the iuſt permiſſion of God: 
As the dolcfull fals of David, Perer , and other holy perſons 
mentioned in the Scripture doe ſufficiently prooue- 
| V 


Meane-while, by ſuch finnes they grievouſly offend God, 
make themſclues guilty of death,grieue the holy ſpirit, inter= 
rupt the courle of the exerciſe of faith, moſt fearefully wound 
their conſciences, looſe for a while the ſenſe of Grace, waill 


| Gods fatherly viſage ſhine ypon them a new , when by ear- 


neſt repentance, they rerurne againe into the right way. 


For God, who is rich in mercy, according to the vnchige- 
able purpoſe of Ele&ion, withdrawes not vtterdy the Holie 
Spirit from thoſe that are his, no, not in their grievous fals, 


nor ſuffers them to fall ſo farre,as to looſe the grace ofadop- 


tion,and the ſtate of juſtification, or to commit the fin-vnto 
death (or that againſt the Holy Ghoſt ) and fo being vtterly 
ferſaken of him, cocaſt themſclues headlong into everlaſting 
perdition. 

V1 


For in theſe fals God firſt conſcrues in them this his ime 


- mortal eed whereby they are regenerated, that it be not loſt, - 


or wholy reieed. Then he renewes them truely and effeRu= 
ally by his V Vord and Spirit,to the end, that they repent,and 
be grieved at heart and according to God,for their fins : that 
with a contrite and broken heart they deſire and obrainere- 
miſſion inthe bloud ef the Mediatour by faith, that they feele 
againe the grace of God reconcil'dynto them : that they as 
dore his mercies and faithfulnes, that for the furure,they more 
carefully worke out their ſalvation with feare and trembling. 
| | VIIL 

Sorhen ir is not by their merits, nor ſtcength, but by my 

: Iee 


= 

free mercy of God, that they doe not wholy looſe faithrand' 

grace, nor continueand periſh finally intheir fals ;zvhch nor 
only might _y come to paſſe, but would alſe doubrlefſe in - 

el 


reſpe& of themſclues : but in reſpe& of God [it cannot poſli- 
bly be,foraſmuch as his counſaile cannot change,nor his pro- 
miſe faile , nor the calling according to bncpa@tborevabkd; 
nor the merit,intercefſion and preſervation of Ieſus Chriſt be 


annuled , nor the ſcale of the holy ſpirit be made vaine' or a= 


: boliſhed. . 
<X- 


Touching this preſervation ofthe Ele& vnto ſalvation, & 


the perſcyerance of the truely faithfull in faith, the faichfull 


rhe:nſe!ues may be,and are aſſured according to the meaſure 
of faich,whe.eby they belicue for moſt certaine that they ars 
and ever ſha!l continue true & lively members of the church, 


and that they haue the remiſhan of all their ſins, and life ever. - 


laſting. 
"g A | 


And therefore this certainety growes not from any parti-- 
cular revelation over and aboue & befide the word, bur pro- - 


ceeds from faith inGods promiſes , which hee hath moſt a- 
bundantly revealed in his word for our conſolation : & from 
the teſtimonie of the holy ſpirit-who beares witnes with our 
ſpirit that we are the children of God,& beires Row.#8.16.1 7, 
Finally, from. ancarneſt and holy ſtudy of a good conſcience 
and xy ia workes . And if the cl:& of God were deſtitute 


inthe preſent world of this ſolid conſolation, that they ſhall - 


- obtainethe victorie, and of this; infallible carneſt oferernall 


glory zthey were then of all men moſt miſerable. . 
X 41. 


<4 


Meane while the ſcripture teſtifieth, - thar-rhe fairhfulldu- 


ring this life are te fight againſt divers doubts of the fleſh, and 
thx then when they arcatflifted with grievous temptations, 
they doe not alway fecle in themſelues chis ful conſolarton of 


faith,and this certainery of perſeverance : bur God the father - 
of all conſolation ſuffers the not to be cempred beyond their 


ſtrength, 


b 
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firength, bur with the tempration , giveth ſuch aniffuerhat 
are able to abideir. 1.Cor.1 0.13, And by theholy ſpirit 
doth againe awaken in them —— NE: of perſeverance. 

Now fo farre is it, that this certainety of perſeverance” 
' ſhould make the truely Faithfull prowd, and rug them in- 

tocarnall ſecuritie,that rather it is the true roote of humilirie, 
of filiall reverence, of true p'ety,'of patience in all confliQs & 
combatrs,of ardent praiers,of conſtancie vnder the croſſe, and 
in the confeſſion of the truth, and(laſtly) of ſolid ioy inGod: 
ſo that the conſideration of chis benefir is to them a ſpurre to 
incite them ynto a ſerious and continual exerciſe of thankful _ 
nefſe and good works, as appeareth by the teſtimonies of the 
Scripture,and by the —_— of the Saints. 

IL. 

Alſo when the aſſurance of perſeverance begins to reviue 
in them that are raiſed from ſome fall, it begets not in thema 
careleſneſſe or negle of piety, but rather a farre greater care 
heedfully to obſerue the waies of the Lord, which are there» 
fore prepar'd that walking therein they may retaine the cer- 
_ rainty of therr perſeverance, for feare leaſt abuſing his father- 
ly kindnes,Gods favourable countenance (the contemplation 
whereof is ſweeter to the faithful thenlife, and the privation 
more bitter then death ) turne not againe from them,and ſo 
they fall into more grievous afflitions of minde. 

XIIII. 

And asit hath pleaſed God to beginne in vs by his Grace 
this his work, by the preaching ofthe Goſpel; even ſohe pre= 
ſerues,cominues, and accompliſhes ir, by{the WP. 
exhortations,threatnings, and promiſes of the ſame Goſpe 
as alſo by the vſc of the Sacraments. 

XV. 

This doQrine of the perſeverance of the truely faithfull & 
holy,& of the certainty thereof, which God hath moſt abun- 
dantly revealed in his word, to the glory ofhis owne name, 
and tothe conſolation of godly ſoules,and which he imprints 

an 


l, 


3T. | 

in the hearts ofthe fairhful,is ſuch; Thar the fleſh truely com- 
prehends it not,Satan hates it,the world laughes at it, the ig- 
norant and hypocrits abuſcit,and rhe erroneous fight again 
it : But yet ſoit is , Thatthe Spouſe of feſus Chriſt hath al- 
way moſt ardently loyedit, and rhainetained it conſtantly, as 
atreaſureofineſtimable yalue : which God alſo will ſee that 
it ſhall continue to doe, agamit whom no counſell nor force 
can prevaile. To which God alone the Father Soune and 
holy Ghoſt be honour aud glory forever and ever. e Amer. 


Areredtionof Erronrs. 


The true dorine being thus expounded, the Sy- 
node rcejecterh the errours of thoſe, 
I. | 
Ho teach, that the perſenerance of the truly faithful, , 


6 n0t an effett of elelt15,or a gift of Godpurchaſed by " 


the death of Teſus Chriſt; But that it is a condition of the new co- 7 
venant, which man before hs eleftion aud peremptory Iuftifica- ,, 
tron(as they call it )owght to accompliſh by bis owne free will.For 
the holy ſcripture teſtifieth , That it commeth from ele&ion, 
and that it is given the Ele& by vertue of the death, reſurre=- 
Qion,and interceſſion of Teſus Chriſt, Rom. 11.7.7 he Elettion 
hath obtained it and thereft are hardened. Againe, Rom. 8.31. 
32-33-34. He which Spared not his own Son,but delivered him 
wp for vs all, kow ſhall he not gine vs alſo all things with him? 
Who will bring-in any accuſation againſt the'eleit of God? It is 
Ged that witifies, who ſhall condemmne? It « Chrift that is dead, 
and that more #,which is raiſed againe, who alſo is at theright 
hand ef God , and who himſelfe maketh requeſt for vs. Who [hat 
ſeparate vs from the loue of Chriſi? Shall eppreſſion,or anguiſh, or 
perſecmtion,or famine, r nakedueſſe,or perill,or ſword? Nay,mm al 
theſe things we are more then conguerenrs by him that hath l8- 


ved vs, oc. II. 


Who teach,that God indeed provides the faithful ma of fof- » 


ficient Frrergth to perſevere,and that he is ready to preſerne = ” 
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32. 
« him if he doth his duety: Neverths(:J+ that all things being put 
cc which.are nec:{ſary for perſeverancs in faith, and the which God 
cc will imploy for the preſervation « fit: It fil dependeth on the free« 
« dome of mans will to perſevere or not to perſevere, For this ſen« 
rence containes it it manifeſt Pejagianiſme, and whiles ir goes 
about to make mea free,ic makes them ſacriiegious, contrary 
ro the perpetuall conſent of che doArine of che Goſpel, which 
takech away from man all mater of boaſting,” and attributes 
. thepraiſe of this benefit to the divin2 grace alone: And cone 
trary to th Apoſtle teſtifying. 1.Cor.1.8. That God alſowill 
eftabliſhws even vatill the end, that memay bee vnblameable in 
the day of our Lord Teſus Chriſt. 
I1T. 
Who teach, that the truly fauhful 5 regenerat not only may 
** fal: wholly 5 finally from mftifying faith Icy from grace & ſal- 
« vation , tut that oftentimes they & indeed fall, periſh everlae 
fmly.For this opinion arallethnot only the grace of juſti- 
ficacion and regeneration, bur alſo the perpetuall preſeryati- 
on of Icjus Chriſt : Contrary to the expre{le words of the 
Apoſtle $.Paul, Rom.5.9-10.1f Chriit dyed for vs then when 
we were but ſinners much rather then, being now inſtified in his 
&!004, ſhall we be ſaved from the wrath by him: And contrary to 
the Apoſtle S.lohn, r.loh.3.9.#9ſocver is borne of God adnth- 
9 fin, Por the ſeed of Hmn,remanmeth 1 him, and he _— 
becauſe he # borne of God : Alſo contrary to the words of Ie- 
ſus Chriſ#, loh.10. 28.29. And 1 give them eternal life, & they 
f>all never periſh : Alſo none ſhall ſnatch them out. cf my hand; 
my Father who hath grven thems vuto me,is greater then all, & 
04%; s able to ſnatch them ont of the hands of my Father. 


cc 


fc 


, Whoteach, That the ermely faithful and r:generate may ſin 
the ſin unto death, that is to ſay, the ſin arainſt the holy Ghoſt, 
Foralmuch as the Apoſtle S. Iohn,chap. of his firſt,afterhe 
had inthe 16.and 1 7.verſes,made mention of thoſe, who fin 
vnto death, aud forbidden to pray for them, - preſently addes 
un the 18, verſe; kraw that whoſoever is borne of God fruneth 
uet- 


3 3+ 
xot,(ro wit. this kinde of fin) Bur he that i; borne of Ged kee« 
peth himſelfe,and the Ewill onetoucheth him nor. 
V. 

Whoteach, that inthis life one can hane n9 certainty of per» bh 
ſeugrance for the tume to come, without ſpeciall revelation. Fox , Y 
by this doQtrine the faithfull are depriu'd of the moſt ſolide 
conſal iti, which they can haue during this life, &the doubt= 
fulneſſe and wavering opinions of the Romane Church are: 
brought in againe. But the holy Scripture draweth every 
where this certainety,not from any ſpeciall and extraordina- 
ry revelation; but from the proper markes efthe children'of ' 
God,aad from his molt ſure promiſes:aboue all; the Apoftle 
S.Paul,Rom.8. 38. No creature ſhalt be able to ſeparate vs fro - 
the leue of God', which hee hath ſhewedvus in Jeſwa '(hrift ony- 
Lcrd & 1.1oh.y.24. He which keepeth his commantlements ,a- 
bid-h in him,and He m him: hereby kxow we that he abiderh- 


m v5 ,toweet,by the Spirit which he hath grven unto vs, 


Who teach,that the doftrine touching the certainety of per= ,,, 
ſeverance & ſalvation us naturally & of it ſelfe a couſhion of the ,, 
fieſh,aud hartfull to piety, good manners,prayers , and other holy \, 
exerciſes:bnt on the cotrary that it is alaudable thing to dowbt; ,, 
For ſuch men declare thatthcy are ignorant of the efficacie - 
of divine grace, and of the operation of the holy Spirit dwel= 
ling inthe Ele&,and contradi&the Apoſtle $. Iohn, . who in- 
exprefle words faith the qar:te contrary, 1.Toh. 3.ver. > deare-- 
ly beloved we are now the : h;:ldren of God,but what wee ſhall bee 
doth not yer aypeare : but we know that after that he ſhall haus 
appear d,we ſhall be like unto ham ,, foriwe (hall ſee him as he is, 
Further more they are convinced by the examples of the 
Saints,as wel in the Old, as New Teſtamentzwho albeit they . 
were aflured of cheir per{:verance & ſalvation, did notwith- 
ſanding contiaue the dayly vie of praiers and other exerciſes 


of pictic. 
VITI. 


Who teach, that there us 0 difference betweene 4 temporall ,, 
E # = fo Kit h, 
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34- = 
&« faith,and that which inft:fieth and ſaveth, ſave onely in conti= © 


cc n#ance. For Ifſus Chrift himſelfe fat. rz,20 Luk, 8.1 ;! and 

- inthe verſes following , doth makifeſt!  Pierne chree other 
differences betweene thoſe that belicue for a time, aug thoſe 
that are rruely faithfull , when he ſaich; char thoſe fort | 
ceiue the ſecd into Ronie ground; thele into good ground, & 


into a good heart : that thoſe haue no root; theſe haue a firms | 


root; that thoſe beare no fruit ; theſe bring forth their fruitin 
diverſc and fundry meaſures conſtantly and continuingly. 
VIIL 


xc 


Who teach, That it is noabſurdity,that the firft regenerati« 


« on being extintt,a man ſhould vc borne y-=_ the ſecond,yea of - 


« ten times . For by this doQrine,they denie the incorruptibili- 

' ty of the ſeed of God, whereby we ar= borne againe;contrary 

to the teſtimony of the Apoſtle S. Peter. 1 Per. x. 2 3. betng 

berne a new n0t of corruptible ſeed , but of inconruptible, | 
IX 


c« Who teach, that Ieſws Chrift prayed no where for the infal- 

« ible perſeverance of the faithfull,mm fanth. For they contradit 

' Jeſus Chriſt himſelfe,who ſaith, Lak, 2 2.3 2. 1 hawe prayed for 
thee(Peter)thatthy fauth faile not. And the Goſpel of $. 1 


which witnef{eth : oh. 17.11. Thar Ieſus Chrift pray'd not 


onelyfor the Apoſtles, bur alfo for all thoſe that ſhould be< 


 Henethrough their word: Holy Father keepe them in thy name, 4 
and verſe 15,1 pray net that thou wouldeſ? take them enggfthe-# F 
Fn 


world but that thowwouldet keepe them from evil!. 
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